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891 to 896, and was the hundred and twelfth Pope from
the Lord St. Peter P.P. Persuaded against this course by
the cardinals, He spent two hundred thousand fiorini d'oro
on a triregno set with sapphires; built St. Mark's Palace
(Palazzo Venezia) at the end of the Corso in Rome; and
instituted carnival races of riderless horses (called Barberi,
as a pun upon his name), and of Jews heavily clothed in
garments of thick wool and stuffed to the throat with cake.
In 1467 was born Madonna Girolama de Borja, bastard of
the Vicechancellor-Cardinal-Archdeacon, by an unknown
mother. The child was openly acknowledged and honour-
ably reared. During this reign Cardinal Rodrigo remained
in favour; and, on account of his fine presence and habitude
to curial manners, he was chosen to receive, at Viterbo,
Caesar Friedrich IV, The Pacific, coming on a state-visit
to the Pope in 1469.
At the death of the Lord Paul P.P. II, Cardinal Rodrigo
de Lanqol y Borja, Cardinal Guillaume d'Estouteville, and
Cardinal loannes Bessarione were the only foreigners in
the Conclave of 1471. Once more the Vicechancellor-Cardi-
nal-Archdeacon was clever enough to put a Pope under an
obligation, by leading an accession to Cardinal Francesco
della Rovere, who thereby was elected, and chose to be
called tlxe Lord Xystus P.P. IV. All the chroniclers save
one allege that this Pope owed His election to the accession
of Cardinals de Borja, Orsini, and Gonzaga of Mantua,
who reaped rich rewards in the shape of benefices and pre-
ferments. The Pope's Holiness gave to Cardinal Rodrigo
the wealthy Abbey of Subjaco in commendam; who left
a memorial of his abbatial tenure in the tower which he
added to the castle of Subjaco, where the armorials of the
House of Borgia still remain. The last official act of Cardi-
nal Rodrigo, as Archdeacon of the Holy Roman Church,
appears to have been the coronation of the Lord Xystus
P.P. IV on the twenty-fifth of August, 1471. After that he
was ordained priest, and consecrated bishop, and elevated